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  Energy

  
    Guides to ethical energy suppliers, home energy options, alternative technologies. We also investigate  tariffs, carbon offsets and fracking.
  

  Energy guides, news & features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Batteries
      
	
        Boilers
      
	
        Energy Suppliers
      
	
        Heat Pumps
      
	
        Solar Panels
      
	
        Solar thermal
      


        

      

                
                
  Fashion and Clothing

  
    Guides to help you find ethical brands and retailers. We also cover issues such as fast fashion, sustainable fabrics, recycling and supply chains.
  

  Clothing guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Ethical Clothing Brands
      
	
        Ethical T-shirts
      
	
        High Street Clothes Shops
      
	
        Jeans
      
	
        Luxury and Designer Clothing
      
	
        Shoes
      
	
        Sportswear
      
	
        Trainers
      
	
        Outdoor clothing
      


        

      

                
                
  Food & Drink

  
    Guides for finding ethical and environmentally friendly food brands.  We also cover issues such as palm oil, soya, low carbon diets and labels.
  

  Food & Drink guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Baked Beans
      
	
        Bananas
      
	
        Beer & Lager
      
	
        Biscuits
      
	
        Bread
      
	
        Butter & Spreads
      
	
        Cat Food
      
	
        Cereal
      
	
        Chocolate
      
	
        Coconut Oil
      
	
        Coffee Shops
      
	
        Coffee
      
	
        Cooking Oil
      
	
        Dog Food
      
	
        Easter Eggs
      
	
        Eggs and vegan egg alternatives
      
	
        Fast Food Chains
      
	
        Fruit Juice
      
	
        Herbal Teas
      
	
        Honey
      
	
        Meat-free alternatives
      
	
        Milk
      
	
        Olive Oil
      
	
        Restaurant Chains
      
	
        Rice
      
	
        Soft Drinks
      
	
        Supermarkets
      
	
        Tea
      
	
        Valentine's Day Chocolate
      
	
        Vegan & Plant Milks
      
	
        Vegan cheese
      
	
        Vitamins and supplements
      


        

      

                
                
  Health & Beauty

  
    Guides to help you find the most responsible companies and brands. We also cover issues such as animal testing, plastics and toxic chemicals.
  

  Health & Beauty guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Deodorant
      
	
        Make Up
      
	
        Nappies
      
	
        Over the counter medicines
      
	
        Perfume & Aftershave
      
	
        Sanitary Products
      
	
        Shampoo
      
	
        Shower Gel
      
	
        Skincare
      
	
        Soap - bars and handwash
      
	
        Sunscreens
      
	
        Toothpaste
      


        

      

                
                
  Home & Garden

  
    Guides to the greenest way to wash, clean, cook and more. We also cover issues from toxic chemicals, sustainability, permaculture and recycling. 
  

  Home & Garden guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Cat Food
      
	
        Coffee Makers
      
	
        Dishwasher Detergent
      
	
        Dishwashers
      
	
        Dog Food
      
	
        Fridge & Freezers
      
	
        Gas & Electric Cookers
      
	
        Home Insurance
      
	
        Household Cleaners
      
	
        Kettles
      
	
        Laundry Detergents
      
	
        Microwaves
      
	
        Paint
      
	
        Toilet Cleaners
      
	
        Toilet Paper
      
	
        Vacuum Cleaners
      
	
        Washing Machines
      
	
        Washing-up Liquid
      


        

      

                
                
  Money

  
    Guides to banking, saving, investing, insurance, mortgages and pensions. We also cover issues such as climate change, tax, pay and carbon divesting.
  

  Money & Finance guides, news and features


        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Banking - Business Banking
      
	
        Banking - Current Accounts
      
	
        Banking - Savings Accounts
      
	
        Ethical Investment Funds
      
	
        Fossil Free Investment Funds
      
	
        ISA - Cash ISAs
      
	
        ISA - Innovative Finance ISAs
      
	
        ISA - Stocks and Shares ISAs
      
	
        Insurance - Car
      
	
        Insurance - Home
      
	
        Insurance - Pet
      
	
        Insurance - Travel
      
	
        Mortgages
      
	
        Pensions
      


        

      

                
                
  Retailers

  
    Guides to online and high street retailers from books to supermarkets. We discover independent ethical retailers and look closely at Amazon.
  

  Retailer guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Bookshops
      
	
        Coffee Shops
      
	
        Delivery companies
      
	
        Ethical Clothes Shops
      
	
        Ethical Online Retailers
      
	
        High Street Clothes Shops
      
	
        Outdoor clothing shops
      
	
        Supermarkets
      


        

      

                
                
  Technology

  
    Guides to electronic devices, broadband and phone networks. We also cover issues such as e-waste, privacy, big tech and reducing our carbon footprint.
  

  Technology guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Broadband
      
	
        Desktop computers
      
	
        Digital Cameras
      
	
        Email Providers
      
	
        Hybrid laptop-tablets
      
	
        Laptops
      
	
        Mobile Phone Networks
      
	
        Mobile Phones
      
	
        Streaming Services
      
	
        Subscription TV
      
	
        Tablets and e-readers
      
	
        Televisions
      
	
        Video Conferencing
      


        

      

                
                
  Travel

  
    Guides to bike, cars, petrol and outdoor pursuits. We also cover greenwashing, boycotts, the climbing industry, tourism and other issues.
  

  Travel & Transport guides, news and features

        
          Shopping Guides

          	
        Bikes & Electric Bikes
      
	
        Car Insurance
      
	
        Cars and electric cars
      
	
        Petrol & Diesel
      
	
        Travel booking companies
      
	
        Travel Insurance
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            The Ethical Markets Report has been acting as an important barometer of UK spending since 1999. We track sales data across a wide range of consumer sectors.

The report is trusted and used by businesses, academics and the UK Government. 



      
      


              
      
  
    
            The Ethical Markets report has shown impressive year-on-year growth for ethical products and services since 1999. Over the years we have seen ethical markets outstripping growth elsewhere as they take a bigger and bigger part of UK consumer spending.

Summary of Ethical Markets Report 2023

The latest figures in our 2023 report show the growth faltering significantly across most sectors for the first time since 1999.

There were two big growth areas where spending increased significantly:

	spending on electric cars increased by 80%
	spending on green electricity tariffs increased by 40%


These played a key role in pushing the overall value of the ethical market up by 7% in 2022.

However, in a year when inflation was running at 9.2%, most other sectors saw little growth or real terms declines (growth less than inflation). Exceptions to this were:

	spending on solar panels increased by 282%
	sales of secondhand clothes increased by 49%


Ethical categories in our market report

We track sales data across a wide range of consumer sectors, including:

	Ethical food and drink
	Green home
	Eco-travel and transport
	Ethical personal products
	Community
	Boycotts
	Ethical money


Fluctuations in challenging financial times

All this should be seen in the context of a year when most retail business, ethical or otherwise, saw sales volumes decline by 3%. Many ethical businesses are simply struggling, like everyone else, in the most turbulent economic times we have seen since this research began.

The total ethical market value remains significant at £141 billion. 

And our opinion survey, which is conducted in tandem with our market research, shows no decline of interest in making ethical choices. Amidst the cost-of-living crisis, people are still very interested in making ethical choices. In
fact, environmental impact continues to be the primary reason why respondents reported that they had avoided purchasing certain products.

The money in ethical banking and investment grew by only 1.5% in 2022. This was the smallest rise since 2017. Again this should be seen in the context of a year when even mainstream investments grow by only 1% and retail deposits declined everywhere as people faced difficult economic circumstances.

Summary spending figures

Figures from Ethical Markets Report 2023	 	
2020

£m

	
2021

£m

	
2022

£m

	
% growth 

2021-22


	Ethical food & drink	4,223	11,232	12,080	7.6%
	Green home	4,943	9,619	12,218	27.0%
	Eco-travel & transport	1,641	7,546	12,381	64.1%
	Ethical personal products	823	1,783	2,147	20.4%
	Community 	11,130	11,845	11,966	1.0%
	TOTAL BASKET	22,760	42,025	50,792	20.9%
	Boycotts 	2,485	3,341	2,860	-14.4%
	TOTAL BASKET & BOYCOTTS	25,245	45,366 	53,652	18.3%
	Ethical money	21,947	86,219	87,473	1.5%
	
TOTAL

	47,192	131,586	141,125	7%


The overall picture

Overall the report reminds us that, although there continues to be a long-term trend towards ethical market growth in the UK, ethical businesses everywhere are not immune to the turbulence we see everywhere.

Britons are poorer and spending more on energy to stay warm. Those that can, are taking positive steps to re-adjust to a world where the climate is changing, by buying electric cars and installing solar panels.  

Those that can't, are buying more secondhand items which, of itself, is also helping to reduce emissions.

As previous markets reports have shown, when the government chooses to offer subsidies for positive ethical choices, they can scale up rapidly across all sections of society. The current UK government has shown itself to be in
denial about the climate crisis and antithetical to the idea of ethical markets generally. This will have contributed to the slowing of growth observed in the report.

The 2023 Ethical Markets Report was sponsored by the Co-operative Bank. The research was conducted during 2023. 
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    Ethical Markets Report from 2010 onwards 

(previously called the Ethical Consumer Markets Report)

Ethical Markets Report 2022

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2021

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2020

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2019

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2018 / (additional YouGov Data for 2018 report)

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2017

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2016

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2015

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2014

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2013

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2012

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2011

Ethical Consumer Markets Report 2010


  





        
          
            
  
  
      
              
  
    
            Subscribe to Ethical Consumer

All the information and inspiration you need to join thousands of others and revolutionise the way you shop, save and live. Full online access to our unique shopping guides, ethical rankings and company profiles. The essential ethical print magazine.
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            	6 issues of Ethical Consumer Magazine in print and/or digital format
	12 months full access to all Shopping Guides and Company Profiles
	Special discount offers from selected Best Buy companies.
	Digital versions of our entire catalogue of back issues.
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  Climate action: How to increase repairing, upcycling and buying second-hand
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  Repairing what we already own and buying pre-loved things is one of the best ways we can cut emissions when it comes to our consumption.  
Here, we provide a roadmap to action for everything from clothing and technology to bikes and furniture.

    
      Read more  →
    
  




      
	
          
  
  
            
  Ethical Cars and Electric Cars
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  Finding an ethical and environmental car. Ratings for 39 brands of cars, including electric cars and hybrids. With recommended buys and what to avoid. 
We look at the carbon impact of different types of cars, the cost and range of electric cars, shine a spotlight on Tesla, and more. 

    
      Read more  →
    
  




      
	
          
  
  
            
  Solar Panels
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  Finding eco friendly solar panels from ethical suppliers. Are they worth the investment?
Ranking 16 solar panel brands in the UK, with recommended buys. 
We look at the carbon footprint, pollution from manufacture, forced labour, conflict minerals, cost, buying second hand solar panels and community energy schemes. 

    
      Read more  →
    
  




      
	
          
  
  
            
  Climate gap report
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  We are not on track to meet international emissions reduction targets. So what is the gap between where we are and where we need to be? And what action must be taken to address it?
Rob Harrison and Ruth Strange introduce Ethical Consumer's third annual report: Closing the Climate Gap 2023: An annual report on progress towards sustainable consumer lifestyles in the UK.

    
      Read more  →
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    We always check the ethics of our advertisers
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            Free Issue

Sign up now to our email newsletter for a free digital copy of Ethical Consumer magazine.
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                                        About Ethical Consumer 
              
	
                                        Print Magazine
              
	
                                        Consultancy Services
              
	
                                        Ratings System
              
	
                                        Our Mission
              
	
                                        Our People
              
	
                                        Members Area
              
	
                                        Working for Ethical Consumer
              


  

        


        
          
            Campaigns
          

          
      	
                                        Boycotts List
              
	
                                        Amazon Boycott 
              
	
                                        Climate Gap 
              
	
                                        Lush Prize
              
	
                                        Lush Spring Prize
              
	
                                        Save Our Bank
              
	
                                        Tax Justice
              
	
                                        Agricultural workers in Spain
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