
Range of skin shades available for foundation

This table accompanies the ethical makeup guide:
https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/health-beauty/shopping-guide/make-up

In the table, we’ve defined a brand as having a ‘good’ range when there was a fairly even split
between lighter, medium dark and darker shades, when the darkest shade was very dark for dark
black skin and not only a medium or light brown, and there were a variety of shades for a spectrum
of dark skin with multiple options for each level of shade.

‘Some’ indicates that the brand offered a few options but did not have much range in shades or
did not offer very dark options for dark Black skin.

‘Very little’ or ‘no’ means that the brand had barely anything to offer non-white or very
light-coloured skin, if at all.

Brand Number of shades
available

Range of dark
shades

Use of models for
each shade?

17 20 Good range No
Aveda 5 Very little No
Avon 35 Good range No
bareMinerals 35 Good range Yes
Beauty Without Cruelty 6 No No

Benefit 30 Good range Yes
Bobbi Brown 43 Good range Yes
Body Shop 40 Good range No
Bourjois 15 Some No
Clarins 23 Very little No
Clinique 23 Very little No
Cover Girl 40 Good range No
Dior 42 Good range Yes
Dr Hauschka 8 No No
Ethique* - - -
Elizabeth Arden 40 Good range No
Estée Lauder 60 Good range Yes
Fenty 59 Good range Yes
Givenchy 35 Some No
Green People 2 No No

https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/health-beauty/shopping-guide/make-up
https://www.boots.com/17-second-skin-enhancing-foundation-10306927
https://www.aveda.co.uk/product/5335/58644/makeup/face/inner-light-mineral-tinted-moisture?shade=01%2FAspen
https://avon.uk.com/products/flawless-match-natural-finish-foundation
https://www.bareminerals.co.uk/products/barepro-performance-wear-liquid-foundation-spf-20?variant=44828214624549
https://www.bwcshop.com/ultimate-natural-liquid-make-up/
https://www.benefitcosmetics.com/en-gb/product/boi-ing-cakeless-concealer?&sku=FM278
https://www.bobbibrown.co.uk/product/14017/55680/makeup/face-and-cheek/foundation/skin-long-wear-weightless-foundation-spf-15#/shade/Cool_Espresso
https://www.thebodyshop.com/en-gb/makeup/foundations-concealers/fresh-nude-foundation/p/p076000
https://www.bourjois.com/sites/default/files/rich-cards/3614228152914/3614228152914/index.html
https://www.clarins.co.uk/everlasting-foundation/80068057.html
https://www.clinique.co.uk/product/1599/63583/makeup/foundations/even-better-refreshtm-hydrating-and-repairing-foundation?shade=CN_0.75_Custard
https://www.covergirl.com/face-makeup/foundation/trublend-matte-made-liquid-foundation
https://www.dior.com/en_gb/beauty/products/dior-forever-skin-glow-foundation-spf-15-Y0996398.html
https://www.drhauschka.co.uk/natural-cosmetics/make-up/foundation/
https://www.elizabetharden.co.uk/flawless-finish-skincaring-foundation-1002A0117261.html?dwvar_1002A0117261_color=a0117261&cgid=foundation#gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhL6pBhDjARIsAGx8D59EELKXsZVIt7jGu2XcWifGS-7VOkFH2umXHObw81QmEYZKrG831L0aAk8AEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds&start=1&cgid=foundation
https://www.esteelauder.co.uk/product/643/3894/product-catalog/makeup/face/foundations/double-wear/stay-in-place-foundation-spf-10?shade=8N1_Espresso
https://fentybeauty.com/collections/makeup-foundation/products/pro-filtr-soft-matte-longwear-foundation-420?variant=35178864508973
https://www.givenchybeauty.com/gb/p/prisme-libre-skin-caring-matte-foundation-F20100154.html
https://www.greenpeople.co.uk/products/age-defy-tinted-dd-moisturiser-spf15-medium-30ml


Guerlain 30 Some Yes
KVD Vegan Beauty 40 Good range Yes
Kylie Cosmetics 40 Good range Yes
L.A. Colors 9 Some No
L.A. Girl 14 Some No
Lancôme 43 Good range Yes
Laura Mercier 30 Some Yes
Lavera 6 No No
L'Oréal 48 Good range No
Lush 40 Good range Yes
MAC 8 No No
Make Up For Ever 40 Good range No
Max Factor 33 Some No
Maybelline 38 Good range No
NARS 35 Good range Yes
No.7 30 Some No
NYX 8 Good range Yes
Odylique 12 Some No
PHB Ethical Beauty 7 No No
Revlon 18 No No
Rimmel 25 Good range Yes
Shiseido 30 Good range Yes
Sleek MakeUP 23 Good range No
Studio London 15 Some No
Too Faced 35 Good range Yes
Uoma 51 Good range Yes
Urban Decay 49 Good range Yes
Vichy 9 Very little No
Yves Saint Laurent 40 Some Yes

*Only sells lipstick in makeup range. No foundation sold.

Information correct as of autumn/winter 2023.

https://www.guerlain.com/uk/en-uk/p/terracotta-le-teint-healthy-glow-natural-perfection-foundation-24h-wear---no-transfer-P043846.html
https://kvdveganbeauty.com/collections/foundation/products/good-apple-full-coverage-transfer-proof-serum-foundation
https://kyliejennercosmetics.co.uk/collections/kylie-cosmetics-face/products/power-plush-longwear-concealer?variant=47245153730904
https://www.lacolorsmakeup.uk/face/foundation/l.a.-colors-liquid-make-up-foundation/
https://www.lagirlcosmetics.co.uk/face/foundation/la-girl-pro.matte-foundation/
https://www.lancome.co.uk/makeup/face/foundation/teint-idole-ultra-wear-foundation/A00235-LAC.html
https://www.lauramercier.co.uk/products/flawless-lumiere-foundation?variant=44639029166376
https://www.lavera.co.uk/shop/p/hyaluron-liquid-foundation
https://www.loreal-paris.co.uk/true-match/foundation/1-n
https://www.lush.com/uk/en/c/slapstick-foundations
https://www.maccosmetics.co.uk/product/13847/4386/products/makeup/face/foundation/studio-sculpt-spf-15-foundation?shade=NW20
https://www.sephora.co.uk/p/MAKE-UP-FOREVER-HD-SKIN-FOUNDATION-30ml
https://www.maxfactor.com/en-gb/face/foundation/facefinity-all-day-flawless-3-in-1-foundation?shade=C110%20Espresso
https://www.maybelline.co.uk/all-products/face-makeup/foundation/fit-me-matte-poreless-foundation?variant=Fair+Porcelain
https://www.narscosmetics.co.uk/en/light-reflecting-advanced-skincare-foundation/999NAC0000141.html
https://www.no7beauty.co.uk/stay-perfect-foundation/13257858.html
https://www.nyxcosmetics.co.uk/face/foundation/total-control-drop-foundation/NYX_413.html
https://odylique.co.uk/cream-foundation-mature-skin/
https://www.phbethicalbeauty.co.uk/flawless-filter-foundation
https://www.revlon.co.uk/face/foundation/colorstay-full-cover-foundation
https://www.rimmellondon.com/en-gb/face/foundations/match-perfection-foundation-new
https://www.shiseido.co.uk/gb/en/shiseido-revitalessence-skin-glow-foundation-spf-30-pa%2B%2B%2B-729238193420.html
https://www.boots.com/sleek-in-your-tone-24-hour-foundation-10326289
https://www.superdrug.com/make-up/face/foundation/liquid-foundation/studio-london-flaunt-flawless-perfecting-foundation-3/p/806648
https://www.toofaced.co.uk/product/23475/76652/face-makeup/foundation/born-this-way-24-hour-longwear-matte-foundation/undetectable-oil-free-24-hour-matte-foundation#/shade/Ganache
https://uomabeauty.com/products/say-what-foundation
https://www.urbandecay.co.uk/en_GB/face/foundation/stay-naked-foundation/ud954.html
https://www.vichy.co.uk/en_GB/mineralblend-fluid-foundation/VICUK-011.html?dwvar_VICUK-011_color=19%20-%20Umber&dwvar_VICUK-011_size=30ml
https://www.yslbeauty.co.uk/makeup/complexion/foundation-makeup/all-hours-foundation/WW-50960YSL.html

